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Greetings from St Mary’s

"A light to lighten the Gentiles and to be the glory of thy people Israel "  Luke 2:32
In the Church calendar the month of February begins with the celebration of
Candlemas on 2nd February. This is also known as The Presentation of Jesus Christ
or The Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary or the Feast of the Encounter. This
verse from Luke recalls what Simeon said when he met with the infant Christ in the
temple in Jerusalem when his parents, Mary and Joseph, took Jesus to the temple in
Jerusalem in order to fulfill Jewish traditions.
I am often asked why St Mary's holds their Christingle celebration at this time.
Candlemas is a celebration of light and the last of our Christmas celebrations. Around
the world many Christians take down their decorations on this day rather than on
Twelfth Night and put away their crib scene for another year.
The name Candlemas is clearly linked to another custom kept by some Christians
when they take their candles to their local church to be blessed before they are used
during the rest of the year. These candles, along with the candles on our Christingle
oranges, are seen as a symbol of Christ - the light of the world, who came into the
world to reach out to everyone on earth.

At this time of year dark thoughts can so easily creep up on us unawares and turn the
joy of our celebrations at Christmas into gloomy thoughts. When the weather is
generally bleak and chilly, what we hear on the news brings little comfort and we long
for bright sunny days and the dark nights to shorten, it is good to remember these
words spoken by Samuel:
"You, Lord, are my lamp; the Lord turns my darkness into light".  Samuel 22:29
Another very reassuring verse can be found in John 1: 5
"The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it"
Candles play a very important role in our Christingle service and in all our services at
St Mary's when we gather to rejoice in the good news of Christ's birth, reflect on the
extent of his love for each and every one of us and share the peace and hope he
brings. You will be very welcome to join us at any of our services at St Mary's in the
coming year and especially at our joint Christingle service with Send Primary School
on 1st February, which will be a joyous celebration of light.
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In the meantime you may like to ponder your own answer to some "wondering
thoughts" I found among the many Christingle resources I have gathered as one of the
Children and Youth leaders at St Mary's over the years:
● I wonder when you light candles - and why
● I wonder what it would be like if we had no light in the

world
● I wonder where the wax goes when the candle gets

smaller
● I wonder if Jesus ever had a birthday cake
● I wonder what brings you hope
You, or someone you know, might also enjoy a few
moments of mindfulness as you colour in this outline of
a Christingle orange and consider what lightens up each
day for you.
        Love and prayers, Sally

AN INVITATION………………..
At Christmas we gave out nearly 100 copies of St Mark's gospel. Mark tells us about
the life of Jesus. It's a story of hope, and purpose, in which Jesus says the time has
come…
Perhaps you have questions about life and faith and the time has come for you
to explore them. You are warmly invited for an informal evening of drinks and
discussion on Sunday 1st February 2026, 5.30pm - 7pm, at the Church Rooms,
Send Road,
GU23 7ET
Come along and find out how St Mary's can support your life's journey.
For more information contact Rev Louise. 07913 843526
vicar@sendparishchurch.co.uk
If you'd like a copy of St Mark's gospel there are a few left in St Mary's.

VACANCY FOR PART-TIME ORGANIST
We are looking for a new part-time organist (and possibly choir
leader) for St Mary's Church.  If you know of anyone who might
be interested or have any ideas about where we could
advertise this post, please speak to one of the
Churchwardens.

mailto:vicar@sendparishchurch.co.uk
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Small Steps

Who said this?

I must say acting was good training for the political life.
   Answer inside back page

ST MARY'S STROLLERS
We will next meet at the gazebo on Send Recreation Ground
at 2pm on 18 February. Why not join us for a stroll around the
local footpaths.  This is a small friendly group and gives
people a chance to walk locally in the company of others while
enjoying the fresh air.  We finish up at the Church Rooms for
tea and cake!
 For more information contact editor@sendparishchurch.co.uk

Our next meeting will be on Wednesday 25 February between 2pm and 4pm in the
Church Rooms.  If you have a crafty hobby - knitting, sewing, embroidery, card
making, drawing etc - why not call in and meet us.  There is no charge to come along,
just £1 for a cup of tea and cake.  We look forward to seeing you!

St Mary’s Church warmly invites you to a
Parent/Carer & Tinies Group in the Church Rooms,
171-176 Send Road, GU23 7EU on Wednesday
mornings, drop-in anytime from 10-12. In February
we will be meeting on 4th, 11th and 25th.
This will be an opportunity for children to socialize
and play and for parents/carers to share a cup of
tea and chat.
Anyone interested, come and see our set-up or
contact Kate by email or text:
kmpearmain@gmail.com or 07767 753823.

mailto:editor@sendparishchurch.co.uk
mailto:kmpearmain@gmail.com
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January total for Kingston Churches Action on Homelessness £370.00
Thank you for your very generous support.

St Mary's Church Coffee Shop is held in the Church Room on the third Monday of
each month from 10am to 12noon.  If you haven't been to the Coffee Shop before
why not call in!  We make good coffee and delicious home-made cakes.  We do not
charge for refreshments but instead suggest a donation, however small, to the charity
of the month.  All the coffee, tea, cakes and items for the stall are donated, so every
penny goes direct to the chosen charity.
Each month we have a themed stall and in February it will be Packets & Tins. Items
for the stall  can be given to any of the Coffee Shop Team at church or brought along
on the day. We look forward to seeing you!
Woking & Sam Beare Hospice and Wellbeing Care is a charity that cares for
thousands of patients and their carers and families each year. They specialise in
delivering holistic care for patients with complex life-limiting and terminal illnesses.
At WSB they understand that everyone will want to approach hospice care slightly
differently. This is why they offer a wide range of dedicated care services including
through their InPatient Unit, in patients' own homes as well as through the Bradbury
Wellbeing Centre. The hope is that, with all these options available, everyone will be
able to find care in a way most suited to the patient and their family.

Need a lift to the Coffee Shop?  Then ring Kate on 222176 after 9am on the day and
she will see if she can help.
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THE TURTLE DOVE
We have all heard of the two turtle doves mentioned in The Twelve Days of Christmas,
but did you know they are a symbol of love, devotion, faithfulness and commitment.
Some of the key reasons for this symbolism are:
Monogamy: Unlike many birds, turtle doves often choose one partner for the season
or even for life, demonstrating enduring fidelity.
Mourning Behaviour: When a mate is lost, the bereaved dove
shows signs of deep distress, like reduced activity and
vocalization, highlighting their profound connection.
Tender Affection: They are often seen together, gently preening
each other, reinforcing their bond.
There is also a Cultural Significance:
Literature: Elizabethan poets used them as emblems of true love (Chaucer, Spenser,
Shakespeare).
Religion/Mythology: Mentioned several times in the Bible's Song of Solomon, and also
associated with the Roman goddess Fides (faith).
Christmas: Famous in the Twelve Days of Christmas song, symbolizing enduring love
at Christmas.
Modern Culture: Featured in art and even readings at royal weddings, solidifying their
romantic image.

St. Mary's Memory Lockets
If when we think of lockets and the precious memories contained within them, how
sometimes the glass gets cracked or the photos fade, we continue to treasure the
contents as a valued part of who we are. Starting in May, on the last Sunday of the
month at 3pm, St. Mary's will play host to tea in the chapel area of the Church Rooms
for an hour. If you are holding tight to personal memories of loved ones, to broken
dreams or a way of life now lost to you and would like to share some memories in a
small informal group please consider coming along. You might like to bring an item or
photo along that is meaningful to you and that reminds you of past times. Be assured
of a warm welcome and a compassionate listening ear and tea/coffee and cake.

What's not to like!

Next meeting Sunday 22 February
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What is believed to be the largest angel sculpture in the world?
The Angel of the North first spread its wings in February 1998 and is believed to be
the largest angel sculpture in the world.  It is as much a part of Gateshead's identity
as the Statue of Liberty is to New York.  It has become one of the most talked about
and recognisable pieces of public art ever produced.
It was in 1990 that the site, a former colliery pithead baths, was re-claimed and
earmarked for a future sculpture. When sculptor Antony Gormley was selected as the
winning artist in 1994, his designs originally caused uproar. The controversial
material and site of the sculpture were frowned upon. However, once in place many
people's original views on the piece changed completely. Local residents have fallen
in love with the Angel and it has become synonymous with Gateshead.
Here are some amazing facts about the Angel of the North.
● Its 54 metre (175 foot) wingspan is bigger than a Boeing 757 or 767 jet and almost

the same as a Jumbo jet
● It is 20 metres (65 feet) high - the height of a five  storey building or four double

decker buses
● It weighs 200 tonnes - the body 100 tonnes and the wings 50 tonnes each
● There is enough steel in it to make 16 double decker buses or four Chieftain tanks
● It will last for more than 100 years
● It will withstand winds of more than 100 miles per hour
● Below the sculpture, massive concrete piles 20 metres deep will anchor it to the solid

rock beneath
● It is made of weather resistant Cor-ten steel, containing a small amount of copper,

which forms a patina on the surface that mellows with age
● Huge sections of the Angel - up to six metres wide and 25 metres long - were

transported to the site by lorry with a police escort
● The total cost of The Angel of the North was £800,000.
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SEND GARDENING SOCIETY by Linda Davis
February sees the wheel of the year slowly turn away from midwinter's darkest nights
and towards the hope of early spring, with the arrival of snowdrops and early flowering
daffodils bringing joy to gardeners and those less green-fingered alike. Snowdrops are
typically the first en-masse blooms of the new year and as they finish flowering this is
a good time to split and move them as these bulbs establish best if planted 'in the
green'. Plant to the same depth as they were in their original spot, water well, remove
old flower heads and let the leaves die back naturally for strong plants next year.
After prolonged exposure to wind, ice and snow, most deciduous grasses start to look
a bit worse for wear and shed their plumes, which can look a little messy. Cutting
grasses back now can also allow more air and light to get to the base of the plant,
making it easier for new shoots to grow. Winter-flowering shrubs like Mahonia, Winter
Jasmine and heathers usually display attractive flowers that last right through the
colder months and then begin to sprout new green growth as spring arrives, with buds
beginning to form that will bloom the following winter.  As a general rule, winter-
flowering shrubs should be pruned after flowering but before they begin to bud so the
spring growth that follows will help wounds heal quickly.
Early potatoes generally may be chitted during February onwards, around six weeks
before planting time.  Chitting is the process of allowing your potatoes to grow sprouts
before they're planted outside, the aim is to have fat, green sprouts. This gives them a
head start and cuts down the amount of time you'll have to wait before they're fully
grown. Chitting is pretty easy and involves placing your potatoes in seed trays or an
egg box with their 'eyes' facing upwards. They then need to be kept in a cool (but
frost-free room) until the sprouts have grown to around 2cm in length, after which time
they can be planted outside. If you're chitting more than one potato variety, it is a good
idea to label them to prevent confusion. Early spring is the time to prune autumn-
fruiting raspberries. Cut them back to ground level to clear the way for the canes that
will bear this year's crop, then mulch and fertilise to encourage fresh growth. Fruit and
vegetables to sow outside under cover include broad beans, cabbages, chicory, leeks,
parsnips, peas, radishes, and spinach. You can also plant garlic, onions, rhubarb,
shallots, raspberry and blackberry canes, and bare-root fruit trees (like apples, pears,
and plums). Hardy annuals like sweet peas, calendula, and cornflower can be sown
under cover as they tolerate lower temperatures and will be ready for spring planting.
Finally appreciate the emerging shoots of early flowering plants, we appreciate colour
much more when there is less of it around.
Our next meeting will be on February 4th 2026 when Elizabeth Mooney will speak on
'Various Aspects of Vegetable Gardening'.
We can be reached by e-mail at f.weybrookcollett@gmail.com or by phone on 01483
765730 (Secretary Fiona Collett) or by coming along to our next meeting.  We are not
experts, just a bunch of people who enjoy tending our gardens and trying new ideas.
We hold bi-monthly meetings at 7.30pm on the first Wednesday of alternate months at
the Church Rooms, with speakers who are experts and teach us something about the
art of gardening.

mailto:f.weybrookcollett@gmail.com
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SEND MOTHERS UNION
Our next meeting will be at 10.30am on 2 February 2026 in the Church Rooms. This
will be our AGM and Linda and Dreda will be welcomed as members during the
meeting.

For more information about Mothers Union please contact
Rachel (rachelwlk.mobile@gmail.com)
or Helen (helengalvin467@gmail.com)

Family Life
(J John)
On the way to school, the doctor had left her stethoscope on the car seat, and her little
girl picked it up and began playing with it.
"Be still, my heart," thought the doctor, "my daughter wants to follow In my footsteps!"
Then the child spoke into the stethoscope, "Welcome to the burger drive-through. May
I take your order?"

mailto:rachelwlk.mobile@gmail.com
mailto:helengalvin467@gmail.com
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Sunday Club and YAC News February 2026
Sunday Club and YAC members began the year on Sunday 11 January with visits to
two local care homes, accompanied by their parents and group leaders. The purpose
of the visits was to share a Christingle celebration with the residents - at Lotus Manor
in Send in the morning and at Ashley Park, West Clandon in the afternoon where it
was a particular highlight seeing Betty, a much loved member of St Mary's who used
to help at Sunday Club events. We were given a warm welcome and enjoyed both our
Christingle celebrations. We sang some songs, made up Christingle oranges using
the materials we took with us and thought about the meaning behind each component
of the Christingle orange. We also listened to a Bible verse linked to the symbolism of
each of the components and prayed together. This was a great start to our meetings
in 2026. This outreach has strong links to the theme for our next Sunday Club meeting
on the 25 January when the topic will be Moving Outwards based on a Bible passage
from Isaiah chapter 9. We will be thinking about God's generosity to us and how we
pass on God's joy to others.
On Sunday 1 February we will be at Send Primary School in the morning for our
parish Christingle celebration, then on 8 February both Sunday Club and YAC will be
meeting in the Church Rooms. The topic is Standing Up for Justice based on a
passage from Isaiah chapter 58. We will be exploring how we can stand up for justice
and equality.
Sally  (15 January 2026)

sundayclub@sendparishchurch.co.uk yac@sendparishchurch.co.uk

mailto:sundayclub@sendparishchurch.co.uk
mailto:sundayclub@sendparishchurch.co.uk
mailto:yac@sendparishchurch.co.uk
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Christingle at Candlemas 2026
This special celebration is taking place on Sunday 1st February in the Junior School
hall at Send Primary School at 10.30 am. We are looking forward to celebrating
Christingle along with members of the school.
From 10.30 am in the Church Rooms on
Saturday 31st January we are making up bags
containing all the necessary items for making a
Christingle orange ready for our service the next
day. Please come along to help - no age limits!
Drinks and cake will be served once the
preparations are done.
During the service everyone will be able to join
in making a Christingle as we learn about the
special significance of the items in the bags- the
orange, the red ribbon, the 4 cocktail sticks
laden with sweet treats and the central candle.
This candle is very important as Christingle is a celebration of light for all. Our
celebration is an opportunity to have fun, share the light of Jesus and spread a
message of hope.
Through our Christingle celebrations we raise money to support The Children's
Society, which for the past 140 years has been helping young people across the
country when they most need support. The money we raise helps children to connect
to much needed children's services across the country and rekindles the hope all
children deserve. If you would like to know more about this charity please follow this
link: https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
Every child deserves to feel hopeful, happy and excited for their future.

https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/
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Anna Arthur & Associates
Solicitors

Fieri Facias House,
High Street

Ripley Surrey GU23 6AF

 annaarthur.com
Tel:  01483 222499
Fax: 01483 222766

hlewis@arthurlegal.co.uk

Divorce & Separation
Child Contact & Finances
Co-Habitation Agreements
Residential Conveyancing
Company Matters
Commercial Property
Wills Probate & Trusts
Lasting Powers of Attorney

By Appointment Only

For all types of domestic and business
telecoms work:

Wiring & broadband faults, wifi coverage,
renewing & tidying cables, network cabling,
installation & maintenance of telephone
systems. Ex-BT, 30 years experience. Free
estimates and advice.

David Williamson
07976 301994

thetelephoneengineer@gmail.com
www.thetelephoneengineer.net

www.checkatrade.com/davidwilliamson

Trusted trader

Proud members of

where reputation matters
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The following article, penned by Rosemary Hawkins, appeared in St Mary's
Parish magazine in February 1985. Incredibly, all three venues mentioned are
still up and running over 40 years later!
HOLIDAY IDEAS
At this time of year advertisements for holidays come with every publication and
many people spend hours dreaming and planning.  Have you ever thought of
joining other Christians for holiday?  We all tend to get insular and inward
looking and it can be a tremendous encouragement to hear of other people's
adventures with God. Most Christian magazines have advertisements but if you
are nervous let me recommend three places I have visited in the past.
Breathtaking scenery, comfortable accommodation excellent home-grown food
and a Christian community to care for you - providing entertainment, fellowship,
care for children, worship and excursions.  If this sounds attractive have a look
at the Lee Abbey brochure in the Church porch and see if there is a holiday or
weekend break to suit you - Family Holidays, Single Parent Holidays, Young
People's Camp or Conferences on Creative Arts or Preparing for Retirement.
The Community members are married or single people from all walks of life who
work there for long or short periods. They are happy to share their faith with you
and guests are free to join in as much or a little as they wish.  Lee Abbey is a
200 acre estate with its own beach between Exmoor and the sea near Lynton in
North Devon.
Alternatively, Scargill House near Skipton in Yorkshire is run by a similar
Community and provides opportunities for pot-holing, fell walking as well as
drama, music and sight-seeing.  Staying in a warm caring community is a very
special experience.
Does this sound too soft?  At Abernethy Outdoor Centre in the Cairngorms you
can ski until April, or learn sailing, canoeing, rock climbing (or dabble in all three
in a week) in the summer.  Mum & Dad can explore Aviemore, view ospreys or
go for a gentle cycle ride while teenagers stretch themselves.  Your instructors
and staff are happy to share the joy and excitement of a relevant Christian Faith.
There are many other organisations arranging package holidays abroad and all
manner of occasions giving training, teaching or relaxation.  Why not use some
of your holiday to stimulate and encourage yourself?
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HIBERNATION WORDSEARCH
There are 23 words in the grid.  Can you find them all?  They are printed horizontally,
vertically or diagonally, but always in a straight line with no letters missing.
The unused letters will spell out the name of the only bird known to be a true
hibernator.  It is resident in North America.

METABOLISM
NUTS
SLEEP
STORE
TEMPERATURE
WILD
WINTER

T Y L F R E T T U B H T
P E E L S S T O R E I N
C H M S T U N E A M C O
D O C P B O O R S M E I
R G L A E M T I M M N T
I O T D O R L N W A D A
B H P O A O A I C L O N
Y E O T B D N T I E O R
D G E A R T I W U F F E
A D T S E V W O R R U B
L E W R E G D A B O E I
M H F R O S T I L G L H

BADGER
BAT
BEES
BURROW
BUTTERFLY
COLD
DORMOUSE
FOOD

FROST
HEART RATE
HEDGEHOG
HIBERNATION
ICE
INACTIVE
LADYBIRD
MALE FROG

Answer inside back page “3, 6, 8”
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February Services and Events

(all services are held in church unless otherwise stated)
St Mary's church serves the whole parish community.  People of all faiths and no
faith are welcome.  For questions about faith or life events please
contact Rev Louise: vicar@sendparishchurch.co.uk

1 February - Candlemas
8.00am  Holy Communion at St Mary's
10.30am All Together Christingle Service at Send C of E Primary School
Wednesday 4 February
10-12noon Small Steps (see page 5)

8 February - The Second Sunday before Lent
10.30am  Holy Communion
Wednesday 11 February
10-12noon Small Steps

15 February - The Sunday next before Lent
10.30am Holy Communion
Monday 16 February
10-12noon Coffee Shop (see page 6)
Ash Wednesday 18 February
Holy Communion with the imposition of ashes
12.30pm The Church Room
7.30pm  St Mary's Church
2pm  Strollers (see page 5)

22 February - The First Sunday of Lent
10.30am Holy Communion
3pm  Memory Lockets (see page 16)
Wednesday 25 February
10-12noon Small Steps
2-4pm  Craft & Chat (see page 5)

1 March - The Second Sunday of Lent
8.00am  Holy Communion
10.30am Holy Communion
For Morning Prayer details please see the weekly Green Sheet which you can
subscribe to by emailing news@sendparishchurch.co.uk

mailto:vicar@sendparishchurch.co.uk
mailto:news@sendparishchurch.co.uk


MATT WRIDE
PAINTER AND DECORATOR

HIGH CLASS STANDARD
CITY AND GUILDS

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

01483 793774
07512574779
matt.wride@hotmail.co.uk

Alan Greenwood & Sons
Independent Family Funeral Directors
www.alangreenwoodfunerals.com

Truly Independent Family Funeral Directors who are proud to serve the community,
we provide a 24 hours, caring, sensitive and compassionate service. The Greenwood
Family are directly involved in the running of the Company, ensuring that your wishes
are carried out with precise attention to detail.

66 Send Road, Send, Woking, Surrey, GU23 7EU. 01483 210 222
send@alangreenwoodfunerals.com

Magazine Advertisers
Please support our advertisers,
without whom we could not continue
the magazine.  You are advised
however to obtain estimates or
quotations before work is started, and
always check the qualifications of
advertisers. Please let the advertiser
know where you heard about them.

Answer to who said this
Nancy Reagan

WORDSEARCH ANSWER

The Common Poorwill



Ear Wax Removal Clinic
Our clinicians use the Microsuction
method
Cost: £48 for one ear and £68 for
two ears

Our Other Services:
Travel Vaccinations
Blood Tests
Health Checks
Medicals
Free hearing test for over 60s
Ultrasound Scans
GP Appointments

01932 344004
West Byfleet Health Centre
(Ground Floor)
Madeira Road,
West Byfleet  KT14 6DH

Samantha Johnson
Painter & Decorator

Interior and exterior painting
Wallpapering

Free no obligation quote
References available on request

Fully insured

Telephone: 07531 444868
Email: cini.johnson@gmail.com


