
 
 
OPEN GARDENS SEND 
Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th June 
St. Mary’s will be open both the Saturday and 
Sunday afternoon and we are hoping that you 
would be able to provide a planted up pot as we 
did last year to lead visitors into the Church. 
Tickets are available now, costing £5 for one 
person and £10 for two. Under 16s are free.  
 
COFFEE SHOP 
Thank you for your support at Monday’s Coffee 
Shop.  It was a quiet morning but incredibly 
raised £225.45 for L’Arche!  Thank you for all the 
beautiful plants which were donated. The next 
Coffee Shop will be on Monday 19th June when 
the special stall will be a Rainbow Tombola and 
the proceeds will go to Stepping Stones DS.  
 
HELEN & BRUCE WEDDING 
As most of you already know Bruce and I are 
getting married on Saturday 29th July, here at St 
Mary’s at 2:15pm. We would really love it if you 
would like to join us for the marriage service.  
Unfortunately, we’re unable to invite you all along 
to the reception afterwards, but would be 
delighted if, on Sunday 30th July, you would like 
to share some bubbles and cake with us after the 
10:30 service. Helen 
 
HOLIDAY BREAK 
I am away for a few days and Christine is kindly 
taking on the newsletter for the next two 
weekends.  Please send anything for the 
Newsletter to Christine at 
editor@sendparishchurch.co.uk. 
 
We welcome enquiries about Baptism, 
Thanksgiving for Birth, Confirmation, Weddings, 
Marriage Blessings, Anniversaries, Memorials, 
Commemorations, House Blessings, and Special 
Celebrations. 
 

 

DIARY 
 

Monday 22 May  
10,00am Small Steps (see news) 
 

Wednesday 24th May 
9.30am Cleaning in Church 
2.00pm Strollers and Striders (see news) 
 

Friday 26th May 
10.00am New discussion group (see news) 
 

28 May  DAY OF PENTECOST 

8.00am No service 
9.00am Holy Communion (Straw Chapel) 
10.30am Holy Communion (Church) 
 

Wednesday 31st May 
2.00pm Craft & Chat (see news) 
 

4 June  TRINITY SUNDAY 

8.00am Holy Communion BCP (Church) 
9.00am Holy Communion (Straw Cjapel) 
10.30am Holy Communion (Church) 
 

Monday 5th June 
10-12noon Mothers Union (see news) 
8.00pm PCC meet in the Church Room 
 
NEW STYLE NEWSLETTER 
Well actually, it’s old style!  We are trying out 
reverting back to the trifold document which will 
highlight forthcoming events, use less paper to 
print, and fit more easily onto the pews!!  Let us 
know what you think. 
 

Contact Linda Mumford on 225425 or 
news@sendparishchurch.co.uk with any queries or 

with news for publication. 
 

Copies of this newsletter can be found on St. Mary’s 
Website www.sendparishchurch.co.uk 

or you can have a copy emailed to you.  If you would 
like to receive an emailed copy please contact 

news@sendparishchurch.co.uk 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Sunday 21st May 2023 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

 
 
TODAY'S SERVICE 
 
8.00am Holy Communion BCP (Church) 
9.00am Holy Communion (Straw Chapel) 
10.30am Holy Baptism at Holy Communion  

(Church) - James Emmerson 
12.15pm Holy Baptism (Church) – Oliver 

Buesnel 
 
 
PRAYER FOR TODAY 
 

O God the King of glory; 
you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 
with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven; 
we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 
but send your Holy spirit to strengthen us 
and exalt us to the place where our Saviour 
 Christ is gone before, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
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VICARAGE VIEWS –  21st May 
 
Baptism – We extend a warm welcome to Jack 
Edward James Emmerson, aged 11 months, his 
parents James and Kate and all his family and 
friends, who have gathered for the special 
occasion of his baptism during the 1030 service. 
Equally welcome is Oliver Henry Richard 
Buesnel, aged 4 months, with his parents 
Heather and Ben and all his family and friends 
(we’re expecting over 70 people), whose baptism 
will follow in a separate service at 1215. 
 
Ascensiontide – is the 10-day period between 
Ascension Day and Pentecost. In recent years 
the Church of England has associated the mini-
season with a scheme of encouragements under 
the theme ‘Thy Kingdom Come’. More than usual, 
we are guided towards praying for people to 
come to know the love and peace of Jesus Christ, 
somewhat like the apostles’ waited and prayed 
for the Holy Spirit and then found the inspiration 
and joy to share the gospel. Materials and 
suggestions are available on the C of E’s website. 
 
Squirrels – are back in the church this spring, 
even joining our worship occasionally. They tend 
to stay in the rafters and prefer to keep their 
distance, especially during the sermon. They are 
making a mess by knocking debris down onto the 
seats and surfaces below. They are probably 
chewing things, too. We are grateful to members 
of the congregation who are repeatedly dusting, 
sweeping and vacuuming to keep the church 
clean. If you need an apology for any mess you 
encounter, we can certainly offer one, but there is 
only so much we can do. On a practical note, I 
have some traps, which I will set and check 
regularly, hoping for the same success as last 
year when I caught a couple of squirrels and 
released them at Burnt Common. Yes, I know it is 
against the law under the Wildlife and  
 

 
 
Countryside Act 1981 to release grey squirrels 
back into the wild, as they are regarded as an 
“invasive species”. Snitch if you want. 
 
Charles and John Wesley - are commemorated 
on 24 May as evangelists and hymn writers. 
Charles was more prolific. “Love divine, all loves 
excelling” and “Hark the herald-angels sing” 
remain popular. He also wrote the words of the 
Ascentiontide hymn “Hail the day that sees him 
rise”, which we will sing on Sunday, well, a few of 
its 8 verses! The final verse is somewhat 
sentimental, but I admire the way it tries to hold 
together the yearnings of self-determination with 
divine dependency. Such is the journey of faith. 
 

Ever upward let us move, 
Wafted on the wings of love; 

Looking when our Lord shall come, 
Longing, sighing after home. 

 
   Tony 

 
 
A MESSAGE FROM NAIROBI 
A message has been received from Nairobi to 
thank everyone for the additional money received 
to cover the inflationary costs of school fees for 
Mary and Livingston. Matron Sheila writes, 
“We would like to express our deepest gratitude 
for your support to Mary and Livingston who are 
doing well both at school and at home. We shall 
send you their academic report form by post. 
Both are anticipating going back to school when 
schools reopen and they truly appreciate your 
love and sponsorship to them. They have passed 
their greetings to you. We thank you for your 
generosity and appreciate your kind contribution.  
Yours in Christ, Sheila Lanya (VCH Matron)” 
 
 
 

 

NEWS 
 
SMALL STEPS - The next session of ‘Small 
Steps’ will be on 22nd May 2023 -  a great 
opportunity for children to socialize and play and 
for parents/carers to share a cup of tea and chat.  
For more information please contact Christine by 
email or text:  acockchristine@gmail.com or 
07513999112 
 

STROLLERS AND STRIDERS will be meeting 
again at the gazebo on the recreation ground at 
2pm on Wednesday 24th May.  Do come along 
and join us, whether it’s for a stroll or a longer 
walk.  All routes will be local and end up at the 
Church Room for tea and cake!  
 

NEW DISCUSSION GROUP - A few neighbours 
and I will be starting an informal discussion group 
around Foundational Christian Teaching and 
warmly invite you to come along.  Six sessions 
have been planned to explore questions of faith, 
and to give individuals an opportunity to speak 
openly about their faith or doubts and hopefully 
gain knowledge and incite from one another.  
There is no cost involved but I'm happily advised 
that tea will be available. We will be meeting at 8 
Amberley Close at 10.00 on Friday 26th May and 
hope you can join us.  Christine Acock 
 

CRAFT & CHAT - This friendly group of crafters 
meets in the Church Room on the last 
Wednesday of each month from 2pm to 4pm.  
Next meeting is Wednesday 31st May. 
Tea and biscuits are served during the afternoon. 
 

SEND MOTHERS UNION 
The next meeting for members and invited guests 
will be a garden party on Monday 5th June. For 
more information please speak to Beth - 01483 
222193 or email shutters253@gmail.com  
 


